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£ Like miy brih srokes to be visible. T odont ke
blemelfrag soff colors. & am cresting my picces throplh
exbernce and spontireoass brusheonrd.
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By LILLIS WERDER

Y four patntitg lovks lthe a gricring cand, you've gone in
the wrong direcrion,” quips Herndon anist Lesdie Mofan.
"1 wran 1o create pasnones that eveke emoicoi: W, e
peace, friendship, fer agieanon, camangemens, jebomy,
AT, IJ.-I'GIFIFEIIIiIIm'nr of bonging,”

Ledics painrings fearure strong, cxplasive patterns and dramiic
swirks oF intense colur apphed with verve and panache. Many of her
painting: contain vivid colors depacring restless energy and arc
farmed with brushsrmkes of volcanic, bor orange. Some pieces
dhowr tichy texTins in shocuing, melring, anbacng coloss that nm
the mamur of heued emonon, Otlser works show msde fyminesbin-
puishing in conl, infeise surmqoise, as blue as the sea off the Amalh
coast. The fonms ane seaned, silitary and wistful wath white, clon-
gatedd and angular shoulders These calmer figures reveal a sprit or
soitl capaired ar a precee moemen, reflecting an intenss persomnal
memnry: The seiene and submissive postime of 2 subjec gives her
PHUTINES 30 eron charge

Eeslees home, moch ke a
prvate gmillery i adorned  with
Pliq_'.l'l-'-'-'-'i-'“f' SRS af hee CTEANITY
beginming with rhy years when she
roaded i South Amenics while
with the L5, Deparmment of State.
Her mediom in these fise arnissic
vears. was - photwsraphy, as she
capeaned  seveafing hlade-and-whine perrrins of the natves in
Ecimsdor, Columbia and Pere performiing the raoning ks in their
s, 1 loed the stars and el parrerns in ldsck and-whine
photography” Leshe meealls

Althouh she sdmits w an avid e in an carly iy clemien-
tary school, Leslic did nor beggn her carcer a5 a painger unel keaving
her governmens pastion a mere 10 years oo Ae thar ime, she
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dlempn ard color theory”

Progressing usther coverd ber s

s, Lesdie 3 tumed oo noned

watercobarist Steve  Flemi who

ks ; ;
dvelopod wathin mie an. abiling fior
pamang the human fipure” Ledi
adrmuts, T ke painin

Panple are fascinating, They

Feurs b

i feel

i, esnngdens thowsehis, and do crae

A gody things!
Born - and  eatied ine Parland

(;'rlf'_'.'ﬂ"l. Lishe bas lived i Wachemn

Virginm: much ol her adulr life.
Married for 26 years to Steve Halrer

- I ]
she has o gepson, Ryan, and oo

sonis. Edward and Do, Leslies first
pomres were, nacurally, of those

Bamidiar v her She diew her som

plaving rusical inseramsents in the school b, caphared ber Futhers

‘-\{-"'-"-I-i]-l:i'l"l' e oid el creaiex] H_'-I-:.H.III:.':I:I?’I. Thse calior works e

e naEnge charceal or pen-and-ink

Thaaugh the veare, Ledic has shified her encrmies tomarnds diffir-

e ypes of subgects, She & proently wrrigted] B Bve modeds and the
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Pl composrion sl can recreane

v uinyg waterooloes, acnplics
or ok She mcomporaes ke owm
imterprezation of the models’ perons)
imies imtr ther poses and infses ths

int her sworkes She relanes vne such

cxperencs | imvent o narmamee shous
the madelz, the interction and
dymamis berweon ther relariorsbig, |
=T oA H.I!I!i:‘il“ I'!tl'l".'v'l_'!_'“ (ETR] R ] |

sezited reerhen, heads rumed sidevas

m opposie directions; as i an aTal-

enent recently crapted.” She views the

scene i mendship dywaried.” Tn this

panting, the colors play and minglk

acrobancally sk one anather g thes:
mnaginary, confliced figuns projec
thermsches vivaciomdy g e fome-
gronnd, becoming sreangely R
i Lexlics amal & 1o siminlare the
vieveer's mind and semses with “shodk-
mg lminesicy of color crearing the
ultimate cxpression of moesd or ermoe-

. Leslie atrives o FTEHIE PRt

T meaming e Uen, that stir someone’s inne
fechings, My work hes an adae "

Anorher sourie o inspiranion has come from Leslics mavds o
i Morthwes, She & dioa o cpet traces of land srbere there

gt
o fiol |1|.'|5,': o meemere. Al inerkciied b reglr,|1ﬁ= scenws such as those

oy oy




near the Potomac Hpeer, Lede oo
sl ergmpes ina day e with
othser ariss w paine g e o She
capres her impresiors ol - boas
bathed in the shimmer of the afver
noon . I ke mor brushetnokos o
be wisible” ‘she sns. "l dont like
!':I:,",'luill'.!_:-::ﬂi' cnlors: Lam |'r':'.||i:||". iy
peoce throigh cabence and spon-
rancois brsbworc”

When not pamiinge aut-f=doors;
Lisslic weorks im her ar-hanmse arelier
whens ‘whe bt cres o mindsune
shetch v oadine the lighr and dask
parters, She then bopns 1o painot;
cxemding her brednasrk oir on pan:
gents, Thrmsghear thes proces, she
By gt farring colors o define
ssrrupenEred b T weant rhose who
ser roy work e oo away thinking
awoiar whar ||w_|' wv she oomdicles:
“My work cannot be bland e boring,”

Ever-mrobving, Eeshie describes her

caermen - penspectve chis way 1 now
warl to psnr whar 1 dont s After berng dreem 1o the pessornuline

of 3 mindel, T accenoane and -.'.'.'.1{'@'_'.'r_:n.'“+|:|l. v abready present | use

ity andy il.‘-i_'T'\,l.llJl".'. Belami | AT T
[Miczessty oo sid. “Paming el an aestbetic operation. Its o fomm AL R 1 S S e e
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FIHAA50-5484 or visic hepehome comcass ner! - lImnesdan,

and us-a way of s the power by
piviney form o oot temins o well as
our desme” Lede achaeves thas end as
she apphes the principles of freedom,
sponinery and dscplme 1o her arr,
[ 3t pare smpdicits. there ot a
reabm of unboundsd magmanon and
a trae and veam] cxorement.

Leddics work has won many
awrds n - junied shows e Wirgim,
Maryvhnd and Washinggon, [hC As
3 pamipant o the A
Places program covndinated b the

Conncil for the Arms of Herndomn, her

in Publi:

wiork 15 exhiebited 0 public and pri-
vate cffices 10 the area. Her work cin
e seen now throwsh Apal 1 dhe
Main Strect Bank ar 727 Elden Soreer
in Hemndon, She s 0 member of the
Poremae Valley Winercolonst, The
Arr Leagae, the Leapue of Raston
Arriste, the Capanol FLE Ao Leage
and the Stmathmone Hall Armeas For

mare mlermetion, conEr . Ledie ar

o
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